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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

1 . Claims 1 -1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Henderson et al (6,404,869 hereinafter Henderson) in view of "E-Plus" pamphlet dated 
1998 found on 1449 paper dated 1/25/06. 

Regarding claim 1 . Henderson teaches a method for customizing a prepaid 
service (abstract, figure 1) in a telecommunications system, the method comprising: 

maintaining subscriber information on at least one prepaid subscriber (see 106 
figure 1 used to store subscriber information for subscribers); 
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defining at least two different prepaid profiles, each prepaid profile defining at 
least one attribute for the prepaid service (see 106 figure 1 used to define profiles such 
as card usage data having attributes of remaining minutes, unit billing rates (col. 5 lines 
16-53), other profiles include location identifier(s) corresponding to geographic 
locations, telephone numbers having attributes of special, preferred, and discount 
telephone service rates (col. 5 lines 16-53); 

associating the subscriber's subscriber information with one of the at least two 
different profiles (col. 5 lines 54-64), and 

providing the prepaid service to the subscriber as indicated by the attribute 
defined in the one prepaid profile associated with the subscriber (col. 5 lines 41-47). 

According to Applicants newly amended claim language Henderson fails to show 
the attribute indicating how the prepaid service is to be updated during recharge (see 
Applicants newly amended claims and brief comments, paper dated 10/17/05). 
Applicants further contend that Henderson not only fails to show how prepaid card is 
updated during recharge but is silent with respect to what happens when the prepaid 
card is not replenished during recharge (see Applicants remarks on starting on page 3 
and continuing to page 6 (especially the last five lines of page 6 )). 

However, E-Plus already teaches customized method for prepaid service 
wherein at least tow different prepaid profiles are offered to user which define how the 
prepaid service is updated during recharge (see left side of page 1 wherein more 
options provided to prepaid card users, see left side of page 2 wherein prepaid service 
provides great flexibility to users, see right side of page 2 wherein attributes listed for at 
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least tow different prepaid profiles which provide for customized prepaid service, see 
page 3 wherein prepaid card will lapse when prepaid card not replenished during 
recharge). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to utilize the teachings of E-Plus into the teachings of Henderson in order to 
provide for a more flexible prepaid service that allows users more options to choose 
from when recharging prepaid service. 

Regarding claim 2. Henderson discloses carrying out associating during 
subscription provisioning (col. 5 lines 16-21). 

Regarding claim 3. Henderson discloses updating subscriber information during 
recharge (col. 6 lines 14-23). 

Regarding claims 4, 8 and 13. Henderson does not explicitly show the attribute 
of being a deposit function defining how to calculate the credit during recharge. 

E-Plus already teaches customized method for prepaid service wherein at least 
tow different prepaid profiles are offered to user which define how the prepaid service is 
updated during recharge (see left side of page 1 wherein more options provided to 
prepaid card users, see left side of page 2 wherein prepaid service provides great 
flexibility to users, see right side of page 2 wherein attributes listed for at least tow 
different prepaid profiles which provide for customized prepaid service, see page 3 
wherein prepaid card will lapse when prepaid card not replenished during recharge). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to utilize the teachings of E-Plus into the teachings of Henderson in order to 
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provide for a more flexible prepaid service that allows users more options to choose 
from when recharging prepaid service. 

Regarding claims 5, 9 and 14. Henderson does not explicitly show the attribute 
of being an expiry function defining how to calculate the validity time of the prepaid 
account. 

E-Plus already teaches customized method for prepaid service wherein at least 
tow different prepaid profiles are offered to user which define how the prepaid service is 
updated during recharge (see left side of page 1 wherein more options provided to 
prepaid card users, see left side of page 2 wherein prepaid service provides great 
flexibility to users, see right side of page 2 wherein attributes listed for at least tow 
different prepaid profiles which provide for customized prepaid service, see page 3 
wherein prepaid card will lapse when prepaid card not replenished during recharge). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to utilize the teachings of E-Plus into the teachings of Henderson in order to 
provide for a more flexible prepaid service that allows users more options to choose 
from when recharging prepaid service. 

Regarding claims 6, 10 and 15. Henderson does not explicitly show the attribute 
of being an expiry state handling function defining how the possibilities of a subscriber 
are limited over time when no recharge is carried out. 

E-Plus already teaches customized method for prepaid service wherein at least 
tow different prepaid profiles are offered to user which define how the prepaid service is 
updated during recharge (see left side of page 1 wherein more options provided to 
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prepaid card users, see left side of page 2 wherein prepaid service provides great 
flexibility to users, see right side of page 2 wherein attributes listed for at least tow 
different prepaid profiles which provide for customized prepaid service, see page 3 
wherein prepaid card will lapse when prepaid card not replenished during recharge). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to utilize the teachings of E-Plus into the teachings of Henderson in order to 
provide for a more flexible prepaid service that allows users more options to choose 
from when recharging prepaid service. 

Regarding claim 7. Henderson teaches a telecommunications system offering 
prepaid subscription services (see 104 figure 1), the system comprising at least one 
database (see 106 figure 1 ) having subscriber information on at least one prepaid 
subscriber, wherein the system is arranged to maintain at least two different profiles, 
each profile defining at least one attribute for the prepaid service (see 106 figure 1 used 
to define profiles such as card usage data having attributes of remaining minutes, unit 
billing rates (col. 5 lines 16-53), other profiles include location identifier(s) corresponding 
to geographic locations, telephone numbers having attributes of special, preferred, and 
discount telephone service rates (col. 5 lines 16-53); to associate the subscriber's 
subscriber information with one profile (col. 5 lines 54-64); and to provide the prepaid 
service to the subscriber as indicated by the attribute defined in the profile associated 
with the subscriber (col. 5 lines 41-47). 

According to Applicants newly amended claim language Henderson fails to show 
the attribute indicating how the prepaid service is to be updated during recharge (see 
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Applicants newly amended claims and brief comments, paper dated 10/17/05). 
Applicants further contend that Henderson not only fails to show how prepaid card is 
updated during recharge but is silent with respect to what happens when the prepaid 
card is not replenished during recharge (see Applicants remarks on starting on page 3 
and continuing to page 6 (especially the last five lines of page 6 )). 

However, E-Plus already teaches customized method for prepaid service 
wherein at least tow different prepaid profiles are offered to user which define how the 
prepaid service is updated during recharge (see left side of page 1 wherein more 
options provided to prepaid card users, see left side of page 2 wherein prepaid service 
provides great flexibility to users, see right side of page 2 wherein attributes listed for at 
least tow different prepaid profiles which provide for customized prepaid service, see 
page 3 wherein prepaid card will lapse when prepaid card not replenished during 
recharge). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to utilize the teachings of E-Plus into the teachings of Henderson in order to 
provide for a more flexible prepaid service that allows users more options to choose 
from when recharging prepaid service. 

Regarding claims 11-12. Henderson teaches a network element (see 104 figure 
1 ) in a telecommunication where subscribers of the system can prepay for their calls 
(col. 6 line 19) using prepaid card (120 figure 1) inherently reading on voucher, the 
element including a database (see 106 figure 1) or a connection (col. 5 lines 1-16) to a 
database having subscriber information of prepaid subscribers, wherein the network 
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element is arranged to have access to profile definitions, each profile defining at least 
one attribute for the prepaid service (see 106 figure 1 used to define profiles such as 
card usage data having attributes of remaining minutes, unit billing rates (col. 5 lines 16- 
53), other profiles include location identifier(s) corresponding to geographic locations, 
telephone numbers having attributes of special, preferred, and discount telephone 
service rates (col. 5 lines 16-53)), and to update the subscriber information during 
recharge according to a profile associated with the recharging subscriber's subscriber 
information (col. 6 line 19). 

According to Applicants newly amended claim language Henderson fails to show 
the attribute indicating how the prepaid service is to be updated during recharge (see 
Applicants newly amended claims and brief comments, paper dated 10/17/05). 
Applicants further contend that Henderson not only fails to show how prepaid card is 
updated during recharge but is silent with respect to what happens when the prepaid 
card is not replenished during recharge (see Applicants remarks on starting on page 3 
and continuing to page 6 (especially the last five lines of page 6 )). 

However, E-Plus already teaches customized method for prepaid service 
wherein at least tow different prepaid profiles are offered to user which define how the 
prepaid service is updated during recharge (see left side of page 1 wherein more 
options provided to prepaid card users, see left side of page 2 wherein prepaid service 
provides great flexibility to users, see right side of page 2 wherein attributes listed for at 
least tow different prepaid profiles which provide for customized prepaid service, see 
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page 3 wherein prepaid card will lapse when prepaid card not replenished during 
recharge). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to utilize the teachings of E-Plus into the teachings of Henderson in order to 
provide for a more flexible prepaid service that allows users more options to choose 
from when recharging prepaid service. 

Regarding claim 16. Henderson teaches defining profiles before accessing 
telecommunication system (col. 5 lines 16-21). 

Response to Arguments 
2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barry W. Taylor, telephone number (571) 272-7509, who 
is available Monday-Thursday, 6:30am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost, can be reached at (571) 272-7872. The central facsimile 
phone number for this group is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group 2600 receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2600, the 2600 Customer Service telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Centralized Delivery Policy: For patent related correspondence, hand carry 
deliveries must be made to the Customer Service Window (now located at the Randolph 
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Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314), and facsimile transmissions must 
be sent to the central fax number (571-273-8300). 



Barry W. Taylor 
Art Unit 2617 



BARRY TAYfcQR C 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




